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Abstract:

The aim of this applied research is to examine the relationship between
media literacy and the amount of use of virtual space and the acceptance
of media news among students. The statistical population includes all fe-
male students of the second year of secondary school in Ardabil city in
the academic year of 2001-2002. The sample size was estimated using
Cochran’s formula of 380 people whom were selected by multi-stage clus-
ter sampling. The data were colledcted by researcher-made questionnaires
of which validity was confirmed by face validity and reliability through Cron-
bach’s alpha coefficient. The data were analyzed with Pearson’s correlation
coefficient and one-way analysis of variance in SPSS software. According
to the results, there is no significant relationship between media literacy
and the amount of use of virtual space. There is a negative relationship
between media literacy and its components with media news acceptance.
Among the demographic variables, the relationship between academic field
and media literacy, acceptance of media news, as well as the relationship
of media type with the amount of use of virtual space and acceptance of
media news has been significant. Therefore, by strengthening media liter-
acy, it is possible to increase students’ awareness and skills in the field of
media news and information and to prevent the acceptance of false and
unreal news in cyberspace.
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Table 1. Reliability of research variables
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Table 2. Kolmogorov-Smirnov test for the distribution
of the scores of the studied variables
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Table 3. Correlation coefficients of media literacy and its dimensions
(cognitive, emotional, aesthetic and moral) with the use of virtual space
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Table 4. Correlation coefficients of media literacy and its dimensions
(cognitive, emotional, aesthetic and moral) with acceptance of media news
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Table 6. One-way ANOVA test results for age
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Table 7. Descriptive indicators of research variables based

on field of study
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Table 8. One-way analysis of variance ANOVA test results
for the field of study
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Table 9. The results of a post hoc test using the Tukey method
in the comparison of academic fields in terms of media literacy
and acceptance of media news
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Table 11. One-way analysis of variance ANOVA test results
for social media type
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Table 12. The results of a post hoc test using Tukey's method
in comparing the type of media in terms of the amount of use of
virtual space and acceptance of media news
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