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Abstract:

This study investigates the representation of the 12-day war between Iran
and the Zionist regime on Persian-language social media and its implica-
tions for the media policy of the Islamic Republic. Using the theories of the
networked public sphere, network power, and social network analysis, the
research examines approximately 2,000 high-engagement posts published
on X, Instagram, Telegram, and Eitaa between 13 and 29 June through a
mixed quantitative—qualitative approach. The findings reveal distinct platform
dynamics: Telegram and Eitaa generated the highest volume of content, while
X and Instagram achieved the greatest audience reach. X was dominated by
opposition-oriented narratives, Instagram exhibited an anti-lran bias due to
algorithmic moderation despite supportive activity by foreign users, Telegram
primarily functioned as a news distribution channel, and Eitaa emphasized
official narratives with limited analytical depth. Military operations, informa-
tion warfare, internet restrictions, domestic criticism, and international reac-
tions emerged as the principal themes. The study concludes that although
Iran maintained a military advantage, it encountered substantial challenges
in the Persian-language narrative sphere because of fragmented strategic
communication and the limited production of persuasive domestic content. It
recommends adopting people-centered narratives, strengthening internation-
al media diplomacy, reforming domestic media performance, implementing
smart information management, and establishing a National Crisis Narrative
Coordination Center to enhance future cognitive and media resilience.
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