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Abstract:

The aim of this study was to design a model for the development of communication
literacy in elementary school students. To present this model and obtain data, a qualita-
tive method of grounded theory based on the Strauss and Corbin approach was used.
The research population consisted of specialists in the fields of educational sciences,
psychology, and child counseling who had been working in the field of children for
some time and were familiar with elementary schools. Among them, 20 people were
selected as theoretical sampling to conduct in-depth, informal, and semi-structured in-
terviews. The validation of the findings was examined and evaluated in several stages
by carefully selecting the questions and conducting three pilot interviews with experts,
specialists, and those proficient in qualitative research. Three stages of coding, “open,
axial and selective”, were used to analyze the data, the results of which indicate 965
primary concepts, 48 subcategories and 18 main categories. Accordingly, the results,
within the framework of the paradigm model, include causal factors in four catego-
ries: “intrapersonal, interpersonal, organizational, and family factors,” which act as the
foundations for creating and strengthening communication literacy. These factors are
the main preconditions and drivers for the formation of communication capabilities in
students. The background conditions, “awareness, skill development, opportunity for
interaction and organizational connections”, play a facilitating role and provide an en-
vironment in which causal factors can exert their influence more effectively. Also, the
strategies, which have been identified in three categories of “educational, organization-
al, and social,” represent targeted responses and actions against the main phenome-
non. Environmental conditions fall into five categories: “social, cultural, economic, politi-
cal, and environmental environment” and, as a macro and peripheral context, affect all
components of the model. Finally, the outcomes in the two categories of “individual and
social development” and “‘community development” represent the final results of the
communication literacy development process, which extend from improving individual
communication skills to improving the social and cultural capital of society. Therefore,
the relationship between these categories is chained and interactive; in such a way
that causal factors, having an effect in the context of contextual and environmental
conditions, lead to the growth of communication literacy through educational, organiza-
tional, and social strategies, and ultimately, this growth ends in individual, social, and
community development.
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