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Abstract:

The present study analyzes the complex and multilayered relationship be-
tween the development of the “National Information Network” as a digital
governance strategy and the fundamental rights of “freedom of expression,”
“free flow of information,” and “privacy” within the legal system of the Islamic
Republic of Iran. The main research problem is the theoretical and practical
gap in aligning the technical, security, economic, and infrastructural objectives
of the National Information Network with the guaranteed rights of citizens
enshrined in the Constitution (particularly Articles 3, 9, 24, 25, and 175) and
ordinary laws (such as the Law on Dissemination and Free Access to Infor-
mation). Employing a comparative-analytical research method and drawing
upon the theoretical frameworks of “Cyber Sovereignty” and “Layers of In-
ternet Control,” this article exclusively examines the experiences of leading
countries in establishing “national/independent information networks” (China,
Russia, the European Union, and the United States) and their specific chal-
lenges in balancing freedom of expression and data protection. Focusing on
a critical analysis of the “Document on the Elaboration of National Information
Network Requirements” approved by the Supreme Council of Cyberspace,
the findings indicate that the success of this national megaproject lies not
merely in technical advancement and infrastructure coverage, but in transi-
tioning from a security-restrictive approach to a rights-based developmental
one. This requires legal transparency, the establishment of multifaceted over-
sight institutions, and the urgent enactment of the long-stalled “Personal Data
Protection Bill.” By presenting an analytical framework and offering structural,
legislative, and legal recommendations, this study argues that the National
Information Network can only serve as a platform for sustainable develop-
ment if it is underpinned by a new “Digital Social Contract” between the state
and citizens, based on trust, transparency, and mutual respect for rights and
responsibilities.
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