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Abstract:

The present study examines the validity of the source in the most
visited news channels of Telegram. The research method is descriptive-
analytical and conducted by content analysis. The statistical population
includes all news posts in Telegram messengers from October 2017 to
March 2018. 5 news channels and 3160 news items were selected Using
stratified sampling method and weeklg Statistics. The findings showed
that some unreliable news channels had a large number of visitors and a
high forwarding rate, despite a Large number of fake news outlets. Also,
the audience of Persian news channels has visited and forwarded fake
news more. Fake news, with an average of more than 97,000 views and
forwarding, has been circulating more than true news. The syndrome of
low-validity of most visited media is a sign of a chronic anomaly in the
Iranian media environment that will have social, economic, cultural and
security effects on society.
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Table 1. Top five news channels

Olblow slass S m> JUlS ol 3y
Sl s o 5D \
RYNS B Gguidal> Y
Ogele Vo) Cgm )b o ? v
Ogelee ) €Ol )l 3 ol A
Ve €8 )55 5 o

Slalllas Loosls :og-d oo Fimio gude dus | ‘5)1;@&5 ok 9 Lasandsio

oo ool po ad) S e sladlgia ¥ Jou Laa a5 g5090 L b e (S
&S aS aelgd 0 L wools degasme JS (6, MFUS 5l e o oo LS
s (Sloges y dged Sy STaS 090 cl 0 (28BS )5 (my 23550
plod (6,505 a4 cens ol o Jdo il oais (6 lASuS slazel LB 4
allas c it (gbvosls ulwl 1 Wedo et 51 s ol 85 50 e
b adlal oo solaws g Bi > (Vg de g ol 5 (bl (sundgie

G935 I 990 sladlgio Jldos g ooghdo hrpxi Y Jgua
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Table 3. Channel or news source name
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Table 4. Type of telegram mail
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Figure 1. Content analysis based on the first source of the news post
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Table 5. Content analysis based on 2 item categories
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Table 6. Comparison of news channels in terms of variables related

to source credibility (percentage)
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Table 7. Statistics of the average visit rate of each telegram post in
the sample news channels
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Table 8. Comparison of news channels in terms of average visits of
telegram posts related to source credibility
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